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MCM'S ORPHAN
SUPPORT PROGRAM
An Update & Thank You to MCM's OSP Sponsors

YEAR 2
Karen de Smidt,US OSP Coordinator &
Karen Rhen Hirsh, US Director
Thank you once again from the bottom of our hearts for
loving our MCM children and partnering with us in caring
for them. We are living in such unpredictable times. You
being an anchor for these kids and somewhat of a
constant in their lives is a gift that they do not take for
granted.

Eneless with Triphonia

MCM's Orphan Support Program celebrated it's 2nd
anniversary in April and we are pleased to report that
75% of the eligible children are sponsored. They are not
the only ones who benefit from the program. With your
monthly commitment we can guarantee funds are
available to provide a portion of basic needs to all
MCM's orphans and it enables us to forecast the
financial requisite for the year.

Your support provides

stability to MCM's future and the life of your sponsored
child.
In this update we want to give you a snapshot of one of
our “treasures”, Eneless Banda, our Orphan Support
Coordinator. She hands out and translates your letters to

Christopher & Ellen's House post floods.

the children and helps the kids write back to you. She
also runs the Young Women’s Initiative.

She is an

amazing woman of integrity and grit, who has pushed
through some truly challenging circumstances, which
have been used by God to shape her into the woman she
is today.

Her own story of growing up in a village in

Malawi allows her to be a powerful example of someone
who understands the true needs of our children.

MCM'S OSP SINCE APRIL 2018:
83 CHILDREN SPONSORED
380+ LETTERS EXCHANGED
HUNDREDS OF PICTURES SENT
27 MORE HEARTS TO TOUCH
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MY STORY
Eneless Banda, OSP & YWI Coordinator
Growing up in a village while being raised by a
single mother was not a joke. My parents divorced
when I was in grade 6.

As per our tradition, my

three younger siblings and I had to stay with our
mother. She struggled to get us basic needs like
food, clothes and learning materials as she relied on
selling vegetables as her only source of income.
Sometimes I would go to school on an empty
stomach, without hope of finding food at home
when I got back.

However, my focus was not on

what I was passing through, but the life I wanted to
live in the future – poverty free. I have always
desired to be an independent and dependable
person. As such, I worked very hard at school.
I passed my primary school leaving exams and got
selected to secondary school. I had mixed feelings
on this. I was happy that I was moving toward
achieving my goal, but at the same time I was
anxious because this called for the payment of
tuition fees unlike the preceding educational level.
My mother worked extra hard at her small business
to be able to pay for my secondary education. At
times I was chased out of class due to failure to pay
tuition on time, but I never stopped working extra
hard at school. I remained the best class performer
for all my four secondary school years, and passed
the final national high school exams very well.

Your financial support provides
the fuel to guarantee nutrition,
education, health-care,
opportunity and love daily!
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MY STORY
Continued from Page 2
At this point, I didn’t know what to do and where
to go due to lack of exposure. I became hopeless.
I was 18 by then. I decided to look for a domestic
job in town to help my mother raise money for
school fees and other needs for my siblings.

I

was employed by a young lady. She was curious to
know more about my life.

Eneless w/YWI: Int'l Women's Day 2020r

She restored my lost

hope and opened up my eyes on a way forward
with my education. With her encouragement and
financial support I graduated with a Bachelor of
Education degree – with merit.
My

dream

of

becoming

independent

and

dependable became true. I am now working with
the Malawi Children’s Mission. I love working with
the children to know their OSP sponsors and the
Young Women's Initiative participants.

I love to

inspire, guide, counsel and mentor them to know
their true identities and become independent,
reliable members of the society. I have seen God’s
hand over my life, and all this has taught me to
trust Him more.
We are grateful to have Eneless on MCM's team as she
motivates and loves the children.

She is a beautiful

example of a life that was destined for poverty, but with
the encouragement of one compassionate woman, was
able to rise above it to realize her potential and fulfill her
dream.

Thank you for being an integral part of the

equation as we work together towards the same
outcome for every child at MCM.

Help us reach our goal: 100%
sponsorship. Tell your friends &
family why you sponsor a child.
Please share this newsletter &
LINK for more info on the OSP.
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THE POWER OF A LETTER
"I have a challenge in my classroom..."
"I play as an attacking midfielder on
both teams. I love scoring goals.
"What are your plans for this year?"
"I loved the picture you sent."

There is always excitement in the air when the kids
see Eneless carrying a group of letters that she's
printed out. Even though there is a bit of a language
barrier your stories and questions support the
children on many levels. We hope you get as much
joy out of the exchange as you give.
In each letter something is shared to tighten the
connection between a child and their sponsor. The
correspondence starts a dialogue that opens the
window a bit wider to the other's life showing
commonality and differences. The letters are a hand
reaching out to say "I care about you." and "I'm
thankful you're in my life."

Drawings and pictures

add texture to the relationship.

These "gifts" are

kept as keepsakes to be read over and over again.

Karen & Kevin de Smidt w/
Roseby & Ganzani

The children know the letters are more than paper.
They represent the opportunity to receive a meal
each day, a visit to the medical center when ill,
knowing there will be a qualified teacher in their
classroom and the truth that there will be loving
adults at the center to guide and care for them.
Thank you to everyone who has taken time to write a
letter to their child and to read the ones sent.

Karen &

Karen

pictured with our sponsored children

www.malawichildrensmission.org

Karen H w/ Allan

